Assessing Learning Outcomes
What is assessment of Student Learning Outcomes?
Formalized processes to collect and analyze learning outcome data that will be evaluated to derive meaning and purposeful use of the data for learning enhancement. Assessment is meaningless unless evaluation occurs 9
Assessing Learning Outcomes Student learning outcomes defined:
A particular level of knowledge, skills and abilities that a student has attained at the end (or as a result) of his/her engagement in a particular set of collegiate experiences
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Assessing Learning Outcomes
This, then, begs the questions:
How to make evaluation meaningful? What outcome data should be assessed and evaluated?
O'Banion's 2 questions related to teaching and learning are:
Does it (whatever happens in the classroom) enhance learning? How do we know?
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Assessing Learning Outcomes
II. Purpose and Principles
Purpose of Assessment (Cross Papers) Faculty acquire information to enhance teaching Students gain insight into effectiveness of their own learning processes
Provide support for student learning Provide a means for assessing strengths/weaknesses Evaluate effectiveness of teaching/learning strategies Show evidence of progress or areas for improvement Provide support for formative approach to improve
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Assessing Learning Outcomes
Principles of Assessment (Cross Papers) Learner-centered (learning vs. teaching) Assess what matters: common expectations (taxonomies) Assess for improvement vs. accountability
Banta: "…if we undertake assessment just for the purpose of demonstrating accountability, we waste our time. We must do assessment in a way that we are getting information that faculty can actually use to improve what they're doing."
Assess for "broad capability" -WICS (Sternberg) 
Foundations of Assessment MAJOR POINTS:
Students must not only demonstrate learning in all domains but must demonstrate progression within the domains You would never want a student to be "stuck" in lower levels and never progress Assessment strategies must be compatible with the level of learning desired
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Foundations of Assessment
Reflection: How can I structure and promote higher levels of learning for students?
Answer: By ensuring a planned and structured learning environment with identified outcomes that address varying levels and demonstrations of learning
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Key Questions Learning Outcomes:
What is actual, highest level learning expected ? What will it "look like" when the student performs it? What are essential elements of performance necessary to demonstrate learning? What are the most effective ways for students to master these learning outcomes? How will I know the student has achieved? How can I assess it effectively? How can I document learning outcomes?
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Foundations of Assessment
Imperative to define what students must know, think and do and understand as a result of instruction Teaching must match these expectations To teach for success, assessment must be aligned with knowledge, understanding and skill identified as learning outcomes: assessment is an integral part of curriculum design -not an afterthought.
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Foundations of Assessment
Teaching to Standards (Santoyo) Faculty must achieve consensus on the standards (outcomes) and expectations of student learning outcomes (domains, levels of learning, etc.) Faculty must achieve consensus on the assessment strategies and methods to be used to effectively elicit outcome data as evidence of student learning Examples of teaching to standards when no clear standards / assessment identified 30 
CENTRAL POINT re: relationship b/w standards (outcomes) and assessment: standards are meaningless until you define how you will assess them Without dialogue, teachers may -and dodefine standards (outcomes) according to personal level of expectations -which differ radically -and, therefore, teach to varying levels of mastery Assessment without consensus poor outcomes 
Forms of Assessment
Although educators may denigrate the validity, reliability and usefulness of tests/quizzes to effectively evaluate learning, it is, however, the most dominant form of assessment Tests / exams / quizzes can be successful when questions focus and reflect learning outcomes and assess learning in different domains (Bloom)
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Forms of Assessment
Example:
If students know they will be tested on facts, they will memorize If students know they will be assessed for comprehension and application, they will study and learn differently Creation of a table (Cross) 
Assessing Learning Outcomes
To be effective and provide maximum learning value, a variety of assessment techniques should be applied numerous times during a course.
Comprehensive assessment includes formative and summative strategies -with variety of methodologies. Students tend to excel at 1 or 2 methods -to the detriment of others who might excel at others. A variety ensures that all students have opportunity to demonstrate learning.
48
Assessing Learning Outcomes
Steps The quality of student learning is directly, although not exclusively, related to the quality of teaching. Therefore, one of the most promising ways to improve learning is to improve teaching. To improve teaching, teachers need first to make their goals and objectives explicit and then to get specific, comprehensible feedback on the extent to which they are achieving those goals and objectives. To improve learning, students need to receive appropriate and focused feedback early and often; they also need to learn how to assess their own learning. 
